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Piracy is still a daily threat to shipowners and 
their crew, especially off the eastern and west-
ern coast of Africa and Southeast Asian. To 
defeat piracy it is necessary both to protect the 
merchant ships and include preventive actions 
on land. 

Danish Shipowners’ Association has worked 
both nationally and internationally to defeat 
piracy. The association has among other 
things provided input to the development of 
Best Management Practices and participates 
actively in the Contact Group on Piracy off the 
Coast of Somalia.

West Africa 
The piracy challenge is biggest off the coast 
of West Africa, especially in the Gulf of Guinea. 
The situation in the Gulf of Guinea is in many 
ways more complex than The Horn of Africa, 
partly because the problem is spread out on a 
number of countries. The pirates are well orga-
nized, heavily armed and will stop at nothing in 
their efforts to board the vessel. 

The attacks happen to ships on their way in and 
out of harbours, and in the many deltas that are 
difficult to control – but sometimes the attacks 
also happen in international waters far from 
the coast. The pirates are targeting everything 
from petty theft to the robbery of entire cargos, 
typically refined oil, or kidnapping of crew 
members. The pirates are typically abusive to 
the crew. 

The risk of attacks has made Danish shipown-
ers invest larger sums in intelligence, ensuring 
their communication, escorts and changing 
shipping routes at short notice. In 2016 
Denmark reopened the embassy and the trade 
office in Nigeria. And in early 2017 the Danish 
Defence sent a maritime military adviser, to 

serve as a contact for Danish shipping com-
panies and assist in capacity building in the 
region. The development in West Africa does 
not only affect the shipowners, it also affects 
the West African countries highly whose export 
to especially Europe is deeply dependent of 
seaborne trade. 

East Africa
The situation off the coast of Somalia has 
improved significantly in the recent years. 
Coordinated international efforts have led to 
a drastic decrease in the number of attacks 
and hijackings. But there is still a need for 
continued presence of military naval vessels, 
aircrafts, helicopters, as well as companies 
still have to follow the guidance in the Best 
Management Practices that have been devel-
oped by international maritime organizations 
and retain the use of armed guards whenever 
assessed necessary.

Southeast Asian
In Southeast Asian pirates have harassed for 
many years, but they have primarily target local 
shipping. Also here crew members have been 
kidnapped. It is important that countries in the 
region are active and work together to fight 
piracy, so it does not develop.

Policy paper
06/03/17

Piracy continues to be a serious problem since a significant proportion 
of the world trade passes through waters with piracy threat. It concerns 
the eastern and western coasts of Africa as well as Southeast Asian. 
Piracy inflicts high costs on the shipping industry, creates insecurity for 
seafarers and hinders the affected countries’ development.
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• There is at any given time app. 70 Danish-
controlled ships in the water off the coast 
of Somalia and about 30 ships in the Gulf of 
Guinea.

• Danish Shipowners' Association estimates 
that Danish shipping companies use around 
of one billion DKK. annually to prevent and 
avoid attacks by pirates.

• No merchant ships have been hijacked off 
the coast of Somalia since May 2012. 

• In 2016 36 incidents were recorded in 
West Africa, in which a total of 34 crew mem-
bers were kidnapped at 9 different incidents. 
Not all attacks are reported. 

• A reporting centre for West Africa was cre-
ated in the summer of 2016. The centre will 
be the focal point for information on piracy 
and maritime crime in the area.

It is positive and necessary 
that the Danish counterpira-
cy strategy for the period of 
2015 to 2018 maintain the 
pressure on the piracy off the 
coast of Somalia and is ex-
pand to include West Africa. 

The new Danish embassy and 
trade office in Nigeria, togeth-
er with the maritime military 
adviser from the Danish 
Defence can support efforts 
in West Africa and build up 
knowledge and network.   

The Danish shipping industry 
wants the West African coun-
tries to safeguard their territo-
rial waters and the shipown-
ers should have the possibility 
to use private armed guards.

Denmark can, in cooperation 
with the countries of West 
Africa, but also with obvious 
partners like the US, the UK 
and France, work to build up 
the necessary regional securi-
ty, e.g. via advise and training.

EU has shown great leader-
ship with its extensive military 
Operation ATALANTA off the 
coast of Somalia and it is 
positive that the operation 
has been extended to the end 
of 2018.  


